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Before this Court is Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class
Action Settlement ("‘Mption”). The Court has reviewed the Motion and Settlement Agreement
between Plaintiffs and Defendant Ariel Corporation. Accordingly, this Court grants the Motion
and preliminarily concludes that the proposed Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The Settlement Agreement, including the proposed notice plan and forms of notice
to the Settlement Class, the appointment of Plaintiffs Anna ‘Moran, William Bircher, Shane
Littleton, and Stephanie Litzenberg as the Class Representatives, the appointment of Terence R.
Coates of Markovits Stock & DeMarco, LLC; Raina Borrelli of Strauss Borrelli PLLC, Grayson
Wells of Stranch, Jennings & Garvey, PLLC; and Jeff Ostrow of Kopelowitz Ostrow, P.A. as Class
Counsel, the approval of Atticus Administration, LLC as the Settlement Administrator, the various
forms of class relief provided under the terms of the settlement and the p;‘oposed method of
distribution of settlement benefits, are fair, reasonable, and adeciuate, subject to further
consideration at the Final Approval Hearing described below.

2. The Court does hereby preliminarily and conditionally approve, for settlement



purposes, the following Class:

Settlement Class: All individuals tq'wh;)m Defendant sent notice 6f the Data

Incident )

3. Based on the information provided and for purposes of settlement: the Settlement -

Class is ascertainable; it consists of roughly 12,650 persons satisfying humerosity; there are
common: questions of law and fact including whether Defendant failed to implement and maintain
reasonable security procedures and practices appropriate to the nature and scope of the inforination

compromised in the Data Inciderit, satisfying commonality; the proposed Class Represeniatives”

claims are typical in that they are members of the Settlement Class and allege they have been’

A

damaged by the samé c‘;)nduct as the 6ther members of the Settlement Class, satisfying typicality;

the proposed Class Representatives and Class éomsel will fuily, fairly, ;an_d adequately protect the

interests of the Class, satisfying adequacy of representation; quesﬁons of law and fact common to

‘ members of the Cl;lsS predominate ovef questions affectiﬁg only individual members for

settlement purposes; and a class action for settlement purposes is supérior- to other available
methods for the fair and efficient adjudication of this Action.

4. The Court appoints Plaintiffs Anna Moran,, Willié;,m Bircher, Shane Littleton, and

Step’hanie: Litzenberg as the Class Representatives.

5. The Court appoints Terence R. Coates of Markov.i;cs, Stock & DeMa.rcb, LLC;

‘Raina Borrelli of Strauss Borrelli PLLC, Grayson Wells of Stranch, Jennings & Garvey, PLLC;
and Jeff Ostrow of Kopelowitz Ostrow, P.A. as Clasé Couns?’l for the Class.

6. The Coutt appoints Atticus-Administration, LLC as the Settlement Administrator.
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7. A Final Approval Hearing shall be held before the Court on Ay 1 at,

10.00 & .m, for the following purposes:
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a. To determine whether the proposed Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate to
the Settlement Class and should be approved by the Court;

b. To determine whether to grant Final Approval, as deﬁ;led_ in the Settlement
Agreement;

c. To determine whether the notice plan as implemented was appropriate;

d. To determine whether tﬁe claims proceés under the Settlement is fair, reasonable

~ and adequate and should be approved by the Court;

e. To determine whether the requested Class Representative Service Awards of"

~ $2,000 each to' Representative Plaintiffs and Class Counsel’s combined attorneys’
feeg, litigation costs and expenses in the amount of $195,000.00 should be approved
by the Court;
f.  To determine whether the Settlement benefits are fair, reasonafale, and adequate;
and,
g. To rule upon such other matters as the Court may-deem appropriate.
8. The Court approves, as to the form and content, the GClas's No‘tice (including the
Claim Form). Fgrthennore, the Court approves the implementation of the Settlement Website and
the proposed methods of mailing or distributing the notices substantially in the f;n"m as$ noted in
the Settlement Agreement and finds that such notice plan meets the requirements of Civ.R. 23 and
due process, anci is the best notice practicable ﬁnder the circumstances, and shall constitute due
and efficient notice to all [‘)ersons‘ or entities entitled to-notice. |
9. The Court preliminarily approves the following Timeline for the purposes of

conducting the notice plan, settlement administration, claims processing, and other execution of

the proposed Settlement:
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Grant of Preliminary Approval - _
Defendant to Provide Class List +14 days from Preliminary Approval

Settlement Website activated .| +30 days from Preliminary Approval
Notice Date +30 days from Preliminary Approval

Class Counsel’s Motion for Atto_rneyé.’. Fees, |-+90 days from Preliminary Approval
Reimbursement of Litigation Expenses, and ‘
" | Class Representatives’ Service Awards

Objection Deadline +104 days from Preliminary Approval
| Opt-Out Deadline L +104 days from Preliminary Approval
Claims Deadline +120 days from Preliminary Approval
Final Approval Hearing AVT"‘,"‘ 24,2926 DATE (not less than
B - +150 days from Preliminary Approval)
Motion for Final Approval _ ~-14 days before Fairness Hearing

10. To be a timely claim under the Settlement, a Claim Form must'b;e either submitted
or received by the Settlement Administrator no later than 120 days after the Preliminary Approval
Date. Class Counsel and the Settlement Administrator will ensulje that all specific dates and
deadlines are added to the Class Notice and posted on the Settlement Website after this Court
enters this Order in accordance with the timeline, ébov.e, keyed off of the grant of this Order.

11.  Additionally, all requests to opt out or objeci to the proposed Settlement must be
received no later than 104 days after the date of Preliminary Approval. Any request t;:) opt out of
the Settlement must clearly indicate an intent not to participate in the settlement E)r be bound by
this Agreement) to thLe designated Post Office box established by Atticus Administration, LLC.
Opt-Out notices shall not be rejected simply because they were inadvertently sent to the Court or
Class Counsel so long as they are timely postmarked or received by the Court or Deferidant’s
Counsel. Members of the Class who seek to Opt-Out shall receive no ‘beneﬁt or compensation
under this Agreement.

12, Class Members may submit an objection to the proposed Settlement under Ohio
Rule of Civil Procedure. 23(E)(5). For an Objection to be valid, it must be submitted to the
Settlement Administrator postmarked and mailed to the designated Post Office box established by.
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the Settlement Administrator within 104 days of Preliminary Approval and include each and all of
the follomg:
a. the objector’s full name :and address;
b. the case name and docket number;
c. information identifying the objector as a Settlement Class Member, including
proof that the objector is a member of the Settlement Class (e.g., copy of the
objector’s settlement notice, copy -of original notice of the Data Incident, or a
statement explaining why the objector believes he or she is a Settlement Class
Member);
d. a written statement of all grounds for the objection, accompanied by any legal
support for the objection the objector believes applicable;
e. the identity of counsel representing the objector in connection with the objection;
f. astatement whether the objector and/or his or her counsel will appear at the Final
Approval Hearing; and
g. the objector’s signature or the sighature of the objector’s duly authorized attorney
or other duly authorized representative (if any) representing him or her in
connection with the objection.
Any Objection failing to include the requirements expressed above will be deemed to be
invalid.
13.  All persons in the Settlement Class shall be bound by all determinations and
Judgmer}ts in this Action concerning the Settlement, including, but not limited to, the release of
the Released Claims, including Unknown Claims, provided for in the Settlement Agreement,

whether favorable or unfavorable, except those persons who timely and validly requested



exclusion from the Settlement Class. The persons and entities who timely and validly requested
exclusion from the Settlement Class will be excluded from the Settlement Class and shall not have
rights under the Settlement Agreement, shall not be entitled to submit Claim Forms, and shall not
be bound by the Settlement Agreement or any Final Approval Order and Judgment as to Defendant
in this Action. ,

14.  Pending final determination of whether the Settlement Agreement should be
approved, Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class are barred and enjoined from commencing or
prosecuting any claims asserting any of the Released Claims, including Unknown Claims against
Defendant.

15.  The Court reserves the right to adjourn the date of the Final Approval Hearing
without further notice to the Settlement Class and retains jurisdiction to consider all further
requests or matters arising out of or connected with the proposed Settlement. The Court may
approve the Settlement, with such modification as may be agreed to by the Parties or as ordered

by the Court, without further notice to the Settlement Class.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

3-24-26
Jud chard Wetzel, Jr.
Knox Court of Common Pleas




